in the strength of the popular element to maintain
itself; or
(B)    A Coalition Centre, internally divided and
unsupported by the sanction of a single strong party,
which will maintain its cohesion as well as its power
internally and externally, with the aid of the British
Viceroy and British troops.
(C)    Two Centres which so far as their mutual
relations and the common international frontiers are
concerned must depend upon the strength and diplo-
macy of the British.
In Centres B and C, British hegemony will be
perpetuated and vital matters will be placed at the
mercy of Britain. In the A Centre, by slow degrees,
the British control will be reduced in proportion to
the Indian strength to maintain it. There can, there-
fore, be no comparison between a Centre with a Bri-
tish Viceroy advised by Ministers supported by a
strong party which will slowly reduce the Viceroy to
a Constitutional monarch and a weak Coalition Centre
which will be exploited for British purposes. When
British advisers advise us to accept coalition centres,
they know their implication; they will perpetuate
British control. Two Centres, however compact, with
Britain to keep the ring will only reproduce the days
of the East India Company and the so-called indepen-
dent states of that period.
Religious bond either of Hinduism or of Islam or
for the matter of that of any religion is never so
strong in the modern mind as to form a powerful
group sentiment overriding the urge of territorial
Nationalism. If Indian Nationalism is undermined by
the concession of two Centres, provincial nationalism
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